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archi GERMANY, RUSSIA AND THE LEAGUE 
rating HE value of the German-Russian Germany would be bound to participate 
n Op treaty, published April 26, depends in an economic boycott declared by the 
t they} ypon its interpretation and upon its ap- League against an aggressor state, 


plication. As with most treaties, some of 
its provisions are vague enough to mean 
whatever the contracting parties want 
them to mean, in any given case. 

The treaty consists of four articles. 
Article 1 provides that the Treaty of Ra- 
pallo, signed at the Genoa Conference in 
1922, is to remain the basis of German- 
Russian relations. It stipulates further 
that the two Governments “will remain 
in friendly contact with one another in 
order to insure mutual understanding in 
all questions of a political and economic 
fature affecting their two countries.” 
This may imply, as some commentators 
have assumed, a close political and eco- 
fomic entente, not to say alliance. On 
the other hand, the consultation may turn 
out to be quite perfunctory. 

Under Article 2 each party promises to 
remain neutral in case the other party is 
attacked by a third power or powers, 
“despite its peaceful demeanor.” This 
article contains no obligation which would 
a. Agp not be compatible with Germany’s mem- 
‘tudes bership in the League, since there is 
can J tothing in the Covenant which would 
. Foun} ©mpel or even sanction Germany’s par- 
: ticipation in any war of aggression. 
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: by Artice 3 is the one which has aroused 
ie ni the most comment. It reads: 

0 “Should a coalition among other powers in 
). UES connection with a conflict such as is foreseen 
restin in Article 2, or at a time when neither of the 
1-1917} contracting parties is engaged in warlike ac- 
| tivities, be organized for the purpose of im- 
,ondon, posing an economic boycott against one of the 
‘vey off contracting parties, the other contracting 
nch adj Party will not participate in such coalition.” 
) up tt] Evidently this refers to Germany’s 
ear, |Participation in the economic sanctions 
a provided for by Articles 16 and 17 of the 


1 Covenant. 


As a member of the League, 


whether that state be a member of the 
League or not. However, Article 3 of the 
German-Russian treaty does not conflict 
with these obligations of the Covenant, 
since it applies only to cases where the 
contracting parties are not engaged in 
war, or where they are the victims of 
aggression. 

Article 4 provides that the treaty, after 
exchange of ratification, shall be effec- 
tive for five years. 

So far the treaty. There is an ap- 
pendix, however, consisting of an ex- 
change of letters, which has equal force 
with the treaty proper. These letters are 
more detailed and specific than the treaty 
itself. Dr. Stresemann’s letter makes the 
following points: 

1. The purpose of both the contracting 
parties is to maintain peace. 

2. The German Government regards 
the League as “designed for peaceful and 
just settlement of international disputes.” 

3. Under Article 16 and 17 of the 
Covenant, “punitive undertakings against 
the Soviet Union could be contemplated 
only if the Soviet Union started an ag- 
gressive war against another State.” 
Furthermore, the vote of Germany as a 
Council member would be necessary in 
order to declare Russia an aggressor. As 
to Germany’s participation in any puni- 
tive measures, the German Government 
significantly refers to the letter addressed 
to it by the Allied Governments at the 
time of signing the Locarno treaties, in- 
terpreting Article 16 “to mean that each 
state member of the League is bound to 
cooperate loyally and effectively in sup- 
port of the Covenant and in resistance to 
any act of aggression to an extent which 
is compatible with its military situation 
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and takes its geographical position into 
account.” 

4. The negotiation of a treaty between 
Germany and Russia for the peaceful 
solution of disputes, “in which special con- 
sideration shall be given to the possibil- 
ities of arbitral processes,” is envisaged. 

The reply of the Russian ambassador 
reaffirms the declaration of peaceful in- 
tentions and the proposal concerning an 
arbitration treaty, but merely takes note 
of the observations in regard to Ger- 
many’s relations with the League. 

RUTH BACHE-WIIG. 


Notes 

Though the drastic slump in German 
internal trade still continues, the total 
unemployed has somewhat lessened dur- 
ing the fortnight, April 1 to April 15, 
from 1,942,000 to 1,884,000. The budget 
for the fiscal year ending March 31 
showed a small deficit of about $100,000,- 
000.00. This is said to be a technical 
rather than a real deficit. Even more en- 
couraging than this substantial balancing 
of the budget are the figures for the ex- 
port trade for the first quarter of this 
year. These show a surplus of exports 
over imports of nearly 500,000,000 marks, 
as contrasted with a surplus of imports 
over exports of 1,354,000,000 marks in the 
same quarter of 1925. This decisive rise 
in the favorable export balance is com- 
monly considered as a strong confirmation 
of the predictions of the Dawes plan ex- 
perts. 


Italy’s colonial needs occupy an ever- 
increasing degree of attention. Turkey re- 
gards as a direct threat the recent forti- 
fication by Italy of the Island of Rhodes 
off the coast of Asia Minor. It is in Africa, 
however, where concern is most immedi- 
ate. Following hard upon Mussolini’s 
spectacular visit to Tripoli, the Senussi of 
Cyrenaica have rebelled, engaging in hos- 
tilities with Italian troops and Tripolitan 
Arabs loyal to the Italian authorities. In 
Italian Somaliland on the east coast of 
Africa, there has been a renewed attempt 
to make Italian penetration of the interior 
effective. To this end the coast has been 
blockaded, native craft seized and sunk, 
and troops despatched inland, where for- 
tifications have been successfully erected. 
Native tribes have been coerced into sub- 
mission at the cost of high casualties. 
Meanwhile Italy’s plan to connect the col- 
onies of Eritrea and Somaliland by a rail- 
road running through Abyssinia is given 
support by the agreement recently ne- 
gotiated between Italy and England 
whereby certain concessions are to be re- 
quested of Abyssinia, subject to the ap- 
proval of France. The movement for 
consolidation of Italian colonies is well 
under way. E. P. M. 
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The funding of the French debt Apri 
27 and that of Jugo-Slavia May 1, com. 
pletes the negotiations with thirteen of 
our government’s debtors. The French 
terms, very easy for the first five years 
since the annual payments during this 
initial period may be little larger thay 
those France has been previously making 
each year since the Armistice, are slightly 
heavier for the whole period than thogg| 
offered by Caillaux. The much-desirej 
safety clause, making French payments 
contingent upon the continuance, under 
the Dawes plan, of receipts from Ger. 
many, was not included. The total France 
is committed to pay over a period of §?2 
years is $6,847,674,104.17, or at the preg. 
ent value approximately 50 per cent of 
her total debt. The terms granted Jugo. 
Slavia are easier. She is to pay, over 62 
years, a total of $95,177,635.00, which at 
the present value is about 32 per cent of 
her total debt. : 

These settlements leave only the follow. 
ing debts to our government unfunded: 
Russia, $193,000,000; Austria, $24,000. 
000; Greece, $15,000,000; Armenia, $12. 
000,000. 


The recent suggestions from Buenos 
Aires and Geneva carry the implication 
that the failure of the special March As 
sembly of the League of Nations to admit 
Germany as a permanent member of the 
Council, because of Brazil’s veto—sine 
she was not at the same time to be given 
a similar place—has brought Argentina 
nearer to the League. Since the first as 
sembly Argentina has not been repre 
sented in Geneva. Having paid up her 
back dues some time ago, she now al 
nounces that she will send delegates to 
the preliminary meetings of the Disarm. 
ament Commission and also to the Com 
mission to study the reorganization of the 
Council of the League. Her return to full} 
membership of the League in September 
would, therefore, not occasion surprise. 


The Preparatory Commission for the 
Economic Conference* ended its first ses 
sion May 1, adjourning until October 
Three sub-committees were appointed, the 
first dealing with agriculture, finance ani 
population problems, the second with im 
dustrial production problems, and the 
third with commerce and marketing prob) 
lems. These sub-committees will gather 
material during the summer, and report 
to the Commission next October. 


“The Origin of the Next War,” by Joht 
Bakeless, New York, The Viking 
Press, 1926. Not an alarmist, but a dit 
quieting survey. 


*Newe Bulletin, Vol. V, No. 25, April 30, 1926. 


